
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Strategies for Older Suburbs Roundtable Series:  
How Immigrant Businesses Can Bring New Vitality to Downtown Retail Districts  

 
DVRPC’s Strategies for Older Suburbs Roundtable Series highlights challenges older suburbs and 
downtowns are facing. The Roundtable Series provides a means for networking and exchanging ideas 
with organizations facing similar concerns. This roundtable discussion will feature presentations on 
immigrant businesses followed by peer discussion. 
 
Local economic development is of critical concern for municipalities and much effort is put into economic 
development strategies and initiatives.  Actively working to attract immigrant newcomers is an emerging 
strategy many forward-thinking municipalities are employing. Immigrants represent 28 percent of Main 
Street business owners and can be found in a variety of businesses, including neighborhood goods and 
services, restaurants, and accommodations. Local officials understand immigrant-owned businesses 
contribute to local economic development, and competition is increasing. Learn how this important 
population segment can help the vitality of your downtown and what campaigns are currently underway 
in the Greater Philadelphia region. 
 

Friday, October 16, 2015  
9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Breakfast will be provided 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

8th Floor, ACP Building 
190 N. Independence Mall West l Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Please RSVP to http://dvrpc.ticketleap.com/immigrantbusinesses  
 

AGENDA  
8:30 am – Coffee and Networking 
9:00 am – Welcome and Introductions 
9:15 am – Presentations 
 Emily Costello and Christina Arlt, Office of Smart Growth, DVRPC 
 David Dyssegaard Kallick, Director, Immigration Research Initiative, Fiscal Policy Institute 
 Lorissa Luciani, PP, AICP,  Deputy Director of Community Development, Cherry Hill Township 

10:30 am – Roundtable Discussion Hear from your peers and colleagues as we share strategies and 
ideas on what your community is doing to foster economic development. 



 

 
 

 

AICP Certification Maintenance Credit 

The American Planning Association (APA) passed a Certification Maintenance (CM) program to 
guide continuing education for those that have received American Institute of Certified Planners 
(AICP) certification. DVRPC is a registered CM provider. This event has been approved for 2.5 
CM credits. 

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and 
related nondiscrimination statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website, 
www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications and other public documents can be 
made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC public meetings are always held in 
ADA-accessible facilities and in transit-accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be provided 
to individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests made within seven days 
will be accommodated to the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by 
an unlawful discriminatory practice by DVRPC under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such 
complaint may be in writing and filed with DVRPC’s Title VI Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state 
or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For more information on DVRPC’s 
Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please call (215) 592-1800 or email 
public_affairs@dvrpc.org. 

	 	

 


